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Research questions

Would COVID-related restrictions on the movement of 
people:

• Change drug availability?

• Impact on price & purity?











Characteristics of Survey 
Respondents Reporting Drug 

Transactions

N = 2621

69% male

27% female
4% trans/other

missing = 5

54% employed 
/furloughed

1% in training
2% carer
7% benefits
9% self-employed
20% student
6% unemployed

missing = 14

92% white

1% Asian 
1% Black

4% mixed

missing = 5

56% aged 18-24

56% 18-24
25% 25-34
12% 35-44
5% 44-64
2% 55-64

1% 65 and over

missing = 91



Cannabis

Cocaine

Psychedelics

Heroin



Transactions made Date in 2020 N

In anticipation of lockdown 1 January to 22 March 223

After lockdown 23 March to 10 May 1231

After lockdown easing was announced 11 May to 4 July 738

After lockdown lifting 5 July (onwards) 263



0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

Anticipating Lockdown Easing Lifting

Indicators of drug supply availability

More difficult to find seller Bought from non-usual seller More difficult to find wanted drug Wanted drug unavailable got another







Jack’s reports from these networks

Dealers selling less often

Reports that dealers had enough stock for 3 months only

After the ‘Encrochat’ arrests, markets for cocaine, crack cocaine 
and heroin significantly disrupted, across the country

Reports of dealers decided to stop business until supply is up and 
risk is down

In short, results from this key informant data corroborate our 
explanation for changes in availability



You can take 
part!

https://www.release.org.u
k/coronavirus-drug-
purchases-impact-survey


